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SUB J : INFORMATION MINISTER YARIV ON SYRIAN DISENGAGEMENT 
AND US UNDERTAKING TO GOI RE TERRORISM 

1. INFORMATION MINISTER YARIV JUNE 5, IN FIRST PUBLIC APPEARANCE 
SINCE TAKING OVER NEW CABINET POST, GAVE STRONG POSITIVE 
ASSESSMENT OF SYRIAN-ISRAELI DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT AND 
COMMENTED ON US UNDERTAKING TO ISRAEL REGARDING POSSIBLE 
TERRORIST ACTIONS FROM SYRIA AS DESCRIBED BY MRS MEIR IN 
KNESSET MAY 30. HIS APPEARANCE RECEIVED PRIME TIME TV 
COVERAGE. 

2. ADDRESSING GATHERING OF LECTURERS AT ISRAELI INFORMATION 
CENTER, YARIV SUMMARIZED SIGNIFICANCE OF AGREEMENT BY 
NOTING, "IF WE HAD NOT CHOSEN THIS DIRECTION THE ALTERNATIVE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN WAR." HOWEVER, HE ADDED, "IT IS 
IMPORTANT THAT IT SHOULD BE CLEAR TO US-AND NO LESS SO TO THE 
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AGREEMENT JUST BECAUSE THE ALTERNATIVE IS WAR." HE SAID 
EVEN AFTER SIGNING OF AGREEMENT UNCERTAINTY REGARDING SYRIAN 
INTENTIONS REMAINS. "IT WOULD BE NAIVE TO THINK THAT WITH THE 
SIGNING WE ARE ALREADY ON THE ROAD TO PEACE. WE ARE ON THE 
ROAD WHERE THERE IS A CHANCE THAT IT WILL LEAD US TO FURTHER 
SETTLEMENTS WHICH WILL BE A WAY TO PEACE. OUR OWN FORCE IS 
THE PIVOTAL POINT WHICH DETERMINES OUR STEPS AND CONSIDERATIONS. 
SINCE THE SEPARATION AGREEMENT WITH SYRIA CONTRIBUTES TO OUR 
MILITARY STRENGTH, WE MAY SOBERLY WELCOME THE AGREEMENT 
AS AN ACHIEVEMENT WHICH IS GOOD FOR ISRAEL." 

3. REGARDING CONCERN THAT AGREEMENT MIGHT OPEN WAY FOR 
TERRORIST ACTIVITIES FROM SYRIA, YARIV SAID THAT ISRAEL RECEIVED 
FROM US A WRITTEN UNDERTAKING RECOGNIZING ITS RIGHT TO ACT 
AGAINST TERRORISTS PENETRATING ITS TERRITORY AND PROMISING IT 
POLITICAL SUPPORT ON THIS SUBJECT. HE THEN READ THE SAME TEXT 
IN ENGLISH THAT MRS MEIR HAD READ TO KNESSET (TEL AVIV 2911) 

AND TRANSLATED IT INTO HEBREW, AFTER WHICH HE SAID, "THROUGHOUT 
THE HISTORY OF ISRAEL WE HAVE NEVER RECEIVED A DOCUMENT 
CONTAINING SUCH THINGS." 
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